2.0 Censorship of International Correspondence

Irkutsk oblast, Russian republic, 8.12.1941 to Brazil, censored in Irkutsk, 15t period.
This is the only recorded censor cancel sent abroad from Irkutsk in the first period. Censorship on
international mail from Irkutsk is only possible until 7 June 1943. Very few postal shipments with
censorship are known to South America.

There was a decree from 6 July 1941 that order the start of the official censorship, and international
mail is among the earliest samples of the censorship.

International mail is occurring from around the USSR, but not often and only until the summer of 1943.

According to the announcement of the "Regulations for Department 'V' of the NKGB USSR” from
the date 7™ June 1943 all international mail should only be censored in the following cities:

Moscow, Baku, Yerevan, Viadivostok, Ashkhabad, Tashkent, Alma-Ata, Chita, Ulan-Ude,
Aleksandrovsk, Okhana-Sakhalin, Petropavlovsk-na-Kamchatke, Murmansk and Archangelsk.

No other military censorship points may monitor international correspondence.

No new civilian and military censorship branches (or sections) may be opened without approval from
the NKGB USSR.

As studies show other cities has been added to the list of foreign censorship locations, these are the
following:
Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius, Leningrad, Odessa, Minsk, Kiev, Lwow, Kishinev, and Tbilisi.



2.1 International Correspondence Lwow and Riga

Registered Lwow, Ukrainian republic, 28.9.1945 to Palestine, censored in Lwow, 3t period.
Usage is June 1945 to September 1945, with 3 censor numbers in the range 2 to 12. Lwow is a Very rare censor site.
Postage is 130 kopek (letter international 50 kop. + registered fee international 80 kop.).

Registered Riga, Latvia republic 29.10.1945 to South Africa, censored in Riga 3 period.
Usage is November to December 1945, with the 4 censor numbers in the range 1 to 6.
Postage is 130 kopek (letter international 50 kop. + registered fee international 80 kop.).
South Affrica is a rare destination.




2.1 International Correspondence Vilnius and Minsk

Registered Kaunas, Lithuanian republic, 20.8.1945 to USA, censored in Vilnius, 3% period.
Usage is August to December 1945, with 3 censor numbers in the range 3 to 21.
Postage is 110 kopek (postcard international 30 kop. + registered fee international 80 kop.).

Registered Voroshilogradskoy oblast, Ukrainian 12.8.1945 to Canada, censored in Minsk, 3 period.
Usage is August to October 1945, with 4 censor numbers in the range 3 to 21.

Postage is 140 kopek; correct postage is 1 rubel and 10 kopek (postcard 30 kop. + 80 kop. registered).
Minsk used the letters Mk, while Murmansk used the letter M-k (difference is the -”).

This is a very rare censor cancel.



2.1 International Correspondence Leningrad

Registered Leningrad, Russian republic, 26.10.1941 to Sweden, censored in Leningrad, 1%t period.
Correct postage is 130 kop. (50 kop. international letter + 80 kop. registered), stamp have fallen off or been removed.
Unregular censor cancel is used in August and October 1941, regular censor cancel is used October 1941 to February 1942.
French censorship from the Levant. German passed censorship from Berlin on the front used during the whole war.

The Blockade of Leningrad started 8% September 1941, so the %etter was sent above the Ladoga lake (either by boat or plane) to
Moscow before going to the Levant.

Registered Leningrad, Russian republic 17.7.1945 to USA, censored in Leningrad, 3 period.

The cancel usage is December 1944 to December 1945, , with 16 censor numbers in the range 1to 26 .
The usage of the censor stripe is December 1944 to September 1945.

The censor stripe in Leningrad comes in two colors, red or black text.



2.1 International Correspondence Kishinev and Kiev

' mRegistered Kishinev, Moldavian republic, 27.9.1945 to Palestine, censored in Kishinev, 31 period.
Correct postage is 110 kop. (30 kop. international postcard + 80 kop. registered), stamps have fallen off or been removed.
Usage is observed in September 1945, with 2 numbers in the range 3 to 7. Kishinev is a very rare censor site.

Registered letter Kiev, Ukrainian republic 11.5.1945 to USA, censored in Kiev, 31 period.
The cancel usage is December 1944 to October 1945, with 15 censor numbers in the range 10 to 34.
The usage of the censor stripe is March to July 1945.

It was 4 different censor stripes in usage, but this is the only recorded of this type.




2.1 International Correspondence Odessa and Murmansk
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Registered Chernovtsy, Ukrainian republic 4.8.1945, to Switzerland, censored in Odessa, 3% period.

Postage is 130 kop. (50 kop. international letter + 80 kop. registered fee in the period 1%t May 1936 — 9% June 1950).
Usage is observed in September to December 1945, with 7 numbers in the range 6 to 17. Odessa is a rare censor site.
The censor stripe is used in the period August to November 1945.
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Murmansk, Russian republic 3.3.1944 to USA, censored in Murmansk, 3t period, and New York (censor #6401).

Usage is December 1943 to April 1945, with 5 numbers in the range 1 to 5. Usage of the censor stripe is observed February to
December 1944, but most likely used longer, these stripes are very rare. Postage is 1 rubel; correct postage is 50 kopek.

Sender was onboard SS Philip F Thomas, which arrived Murmansk 28.2.1944 with convoy JW57 and left 7.4.1944 with convoy
RAS58. The letter was most likely with the same convoy back to the USA.




2.1 International Correspondence Moscow

Registered Moscow, Russian republic 28.7.1941 to London, censored in Moscow, 1%t period.
Usage is July to September 1941. Also censored in the UK with a PC.90 censor stripe.

Moscow, Russian republic 3.10.1941 to USA, censored in Moscow, 1%t period and in San Francisco.
Usage is September 1941 to July 1942, with only 3 different numbers for international mail: 125, 297, 301.
Postal route is Moscow, Vladivostok, and to San Francisco.

This postal route was for a very short period and was closed when the USA entered the war 7t of December 1941.
Therefore, it is very rare with San Francisco censorship on USSR letters.































