3.0 Censorship at BIICIT, BMIIC and BITb

I Rear area |

| Post office | | Post office I
|

L Postal wagon I
r—

| Rear area VPSP (BIICIT) |
|

I Postal wagon ] | Postal wagon |

| Front VPSP (BIICII) | | Front VPSP (BIICIT) |
|

| Army post base (BITB) j | Army post base (BIIB) —I

[ Field post station (IMIC) | | Field post station (IT[IC) |

| Front j

The postal route between the home and the front was as following; after the letter was posted it was transferred from the
local post office to a BIICII (field post sorting point).

A BIICII could have a fixed localisation, e.g. BIICIT # 1 to Moscow and BIICII # 2 to Leningrad, or it could follow the
front, e.g. BIICII #15 to Donskoy Front and BIICII #28 to Northwestern Front (“Front” is the military organization). There
were 43 fronts during the war, and they had a number as id. The BIICII sent the mail to the BIIB (field post base).

A BIIB was attached to an Army, e.g. BITB litera BE was 627 Army. The BIIB followed the front, and had a litera made
out of one or two letters, as id. The BIIB sent the mail to the ITIIC (field post station).

A TITIC transferred the letter to the frontline where the soldier was. After the summer 1943, field post number (ITITH) was
used instead for the mail addresses.

A similar mail route was used for mail sent from the front to the home.

The navy had a similar organization, but instead of field post station, it was navel post stations (BMIIO or BMIIC). In
October 1942 the naval post station was renamed to field post station with the same numbers.

The field post service was reorganized February 6%, 1943, the field post station was changed to a 5-digit field post number.
The censor cancels for BIICII and BITB was made mute (removing the location) in spring 1943 and changed with a 5-digit
censor number in the summer of 1943.
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Field post station (IT[IC) 1575, 27.1.1943 (wrong year in cancel) to Kazan, Russian republic, censored at BITOIT Ne 3, 214 period.
HIIC 1575 belongs to 364™ Infantry Division, 615t Army, at this period participating in the battle of Stalingrad.
Usage is August 1942 to February 1943, with 5 numbers in the range 2 to 12.

The usage of BITOII is unclear, but it is associated to BIICII #26 (Stalingrad Front) as a subordinate exchange point.
Censorship from the BITOII are very rare.



3.1 Censor at BIICIT 1 — Moscow
2 — Leningrad
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Moscow, Russian republic 26.12.1944 to ITIIC 3220/C, censored at BIICII #1 (main VPSP) (located in Moscow), 3% period.
The letter has been returned due to wrong field post number (it should have been 5 digits). Red cancels says “RETUREND /
not correct showing / number field post / Main VPSP”

Usage is August 1943 to December 1945, with:

5 numbers in the range 01460 to 01492, 9 numbers in the range 10541 to 10570, and 11 numbers in the range 10801 to 10844.
Mail to/from soldiers was free of charge.
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Leningrad, Russian republic 3.12.1942 to IITIC 8539, censored at BIICII #2 (located in Leningrad), 2™ period.

The letter has been returned (blue cross and the Cyrillic “B”), without any stated reason, but this field post number does
not exists.

Usage is May 1942 to May 1943, with 57 numbers in the two ranges 5 to 127, and 201 to 239.



3.1 Censor at BIICIT 6 — North Caucasian Front
7 — Kuibyshev

MI1C 72039 (Staff North Caucasian Front) 1.11.1942 to Dzhambul oblast, Kazakhstan re;;ublic, censored at BIICII #6
(assigned to the North Caucasian Front), 214 period.

Usage is April 1942 to April 1943, with 11 numbers in the range 352 to 435.

Field post number (ITITH) #15530, 5.4.1943 to Saratov, Russian republic, censored at BIICIT #7 (Kuibyshev), Z;d périodi
IIITH 15530 belongs to 586 Fighter Aviation Regiment, at this time located at Pridatcha near Voronezh.
It is two different cancel types, usage is May 1942 to July 1943, with 18 numbers in the range 17 to 123.




3.1 Censor at BIICIT 9 — Tashkent

Tashkent, Uzbekistan republic 14.6.1942 to Moscow, Russian republic, censored at BIICII #9 (Tashkent), 27 period.
Usage is April 1942 to June 1943, with 12 numbers in the range 4 to 174.
It is seldom civil mail goes through the BIICII censorship.
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Tashkent, Uzbekistan republic 18.8.1944 to ITITH 81038 (therapeutic field mobile hospital 3561), censored at BhCI'I #9
(Tashkent), 3" period.

Usage is July 1943 to March 1945, with 3 numbers in the range 02545 to 02573.



3.1 Censor at BIICIT 10 — Chita

Uncancelled, dated 25.4.1943 to Moscow oblast, Russian republic, censored at BIICIT #10 (Chita), 2™ period.
Usage is March to April 1943, with 2 numbers in the range 74 to 88.
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Chita, uncanceled, then canceled BITCIT #10 30.12.1943 to field post number 3),.censored at BIICTI 10
(Chita), 3" period.
Usage is rare, so no period or range has been possible to decide.
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3.1 Censor at BIICIT
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13 — Gorky
14 —Karelian Front

Gorky, Russian republic 26.10.1943 to ITITH 03049 (97t Guard Infantry Division) censored at BIICIT #13 (Gorky), 2nd

period. ITITH 03049 belongs to 97* Guard Infantry Division under 5% Guard Army.
Usage is July 1942 to October 1943, with 16 numbers in the range 10 to 150.

This postcard documents the location of BIICII #13 to Gorky, with the cancelation of both Gorky and BIICII #13 on the
same date. Such documentation are rare and hard to find, and very important for the research of the locations.
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Molotov oblast 13.4.1942 to field post station (II[IC) 370, censored at BIICIT #14 (Karelian Front), 2" period.

IIIC 370 belongs to 10t Aviation Technical Division.

It is two different cancel types, usage is April 1942 to March 1943, with 13 numbers in the range 3 to 60.

Letter is also canceled at the backside with the date stamp from BIICII #14 on the 16.4.42.
BIICII #14 was formed in October 1941 and moved to the frontline in end of May 1942.

































