The bicycle - The messenger of death

We often connect the bicycle with exercise and well-being, but in conflicts they had a different purpose.

For example, the German riders in WW Il were Europe's horror and made the blood freeze, as they were

the cornerstones of the German military strategy. The bicycle was in use early and was used effectively.

The German bicycle soldiers created fear by being able to move quickly and quietly, and it was not easy
to stop these marksmen, who were mainly elite soldiers in hunting troops. Never has the world seen a
more destructive and brutal bicycle force as in World War Il. Many countries had bicycles in their army,
however, there were few countries that used postmark in the war that referred to bicycle companies

on the post that were communicated. Objects with red frame are difficult and rare.

Drawing by V. Mundorff: Bicycle squadron Nr. 101 in action in Chemnitz in Saxony during World War Il

The collection shows use of bicycles in military ordonan's service, transport and conflicts ranging
from the Franco-Prussian War to the post-war period. It deals with Mobilization, World War |,
Inter-war period, the Finnish winter war, as well as World War Il. Switzerland as neutral country
had many companies with bicycles at the borders to the war zones, and is included in the scope
of the exhibit. Maps are included showing where the individual companies were present.
Post-war time is included because several countries continued to train soldiers for the use of
bicycles in case of conflict, and some correspondence to companies producing bicycles for
military purposes included as well.
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Franco-Prussian War Europe
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The Franco-German War was a war fought in the period July 1870 — May 1871 beetween France on
the one hand and the North German Confederation supported by Baden, Bavaria and Wiirttemberg
on the other. August 4. 1870, German troops crossed the French border with 384 000 men in the

first line, Bicycles of the Kangooro type were used in the ordinance service.
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The Russo-Japanese war started in February 1904 and ended in K
November 1905. The reason was the imperialist ambition of ' )
two countries in Asia. Bicycle were used in ordinance service. | «=b * ¢ \ e =




Boer War

South Africa

During the Boer War, the bicycle was, among other things, used actively for ordinance
service from headquarters to the field. Envelope used by the Military after the Siege
had been lifted. Oval postmark “87th Battery / Royal Field Artillery”.

Addressed to the “Officer Commanding, 87th Field Howitzer Battery R.F.A.

The stamp shows Cadet Sergeant Warner Goodyear on assighment. (Plate IlI, position 34).
Provenance: Collection “Goodyear”, Robson Lowe.

2 3 . Vo A W e ® 1
g SR RN  F- wive —— - - . A

General Baden-Powell was the supreme commander of the bicycle companies.
He was also involved in the planning of tandem bicycles for attack with two,
four and eight men's tandem bicycles. (e)











































